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20th annual Midwestern Bio-Ag Field Day Aug. 16 
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Guest Speakers Ellen Polishuk 
And Allen Philo 
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   We are after healthy, high pro-
ducing soils, full of minerals with 
lots of well fed, healthy biology. 
Every acre of corn and soybeans 
planted this year on our farm fol-
lowed a cover crop. Some of it 
was alfalfa hay, some was rye, 
and some was clover. All of these 

crops had some-
thing in common: 
they were green car-
bon crops, a foot tall 
to knee high, 20+ 
percent protein, low 
in fiber, highly di-
gestible and full of 
minerals.  
   Bacteria then feed on 
this, the high protein 

kind that provides nitrogen for our 
crops. 
   What we are doing is managing 
for high producing, well fed crops. 
It does still need to rain, but if you 

 

Dear farmer/agribusinessman, 
   It’s another clear sunny July 
day, just when what we need is 
rain! 
   Earlier this summer it was so 
wet that our organic weed con-
trol was a problem. Burn, culti-
vate, plug up, wipe out corn, 
sweat… I am once again  re-
minded why everyone is not go-
ing to farm this way.  
   (Now, after too much rain, it’s 
too little rain.) 
  And if the price of conven-
tional corn would stay high, why 
would you go through all this 
extra effort? Well, for us, it’s 
what we’re committed to do. 
I’ve heard that 50,000 acres 
have left organic production this 
year. Shortages of grain are 
already being talked about. 
   We are committed to 
both organic and biologi-
cal farming, it’s what my 
family knows how to do. 
   Now, committed to 
organic farming could 
mean poor yields, poor 
crops, no inputs, and a 
‘take what you can get’ 
philosophy. Rotate and use 
some livestock manures, and 
that’s it. You can keep cost 
down of some things that way, 
but that’s not what we are man-
aging for. 
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always farm and feed for the 
best, healthiest, mineral rich 
crops, you always come out 
ahead. 
  So what is it you are managing 
for? That’s a thought and a con-
cept generated from Holistic 
Resource management instruc-
tors. It’s a question that makes 
you think. 
   If, for example, you wanted to 
be the first to grow a 2000 
pound pumpkin, what would 
you do to get there? Throw on 
some NPK, get pH in a good 
range and hope for ideal 
weather? I don’t think that 
would be managing for your 
giant. You might get a 300-
pound pumpkin or so, if it does-
n’t die of some disease. 
Now, a ton pumpkin is possible 
— someone in Wisconsin last 
year grew an 1,800 pounder, 
whether by luck, plan, or freak 
event. 
   Most of these giant pumpkin 
growers use similar genetics. 
Paying $100 for one seed from 
last year’s biggest, will that 
guarantee you a giant this year? 
You may have the genetic po-
tential but many more things are 
needed to achieve your goal. 
   You need a balance of miner-
als, lots of soil organic matter, a 
loose crumbly, deep, highly fer-
tile soil. Then you have the crop 
fertilizer, the nutrients you 
added which provides extras 
above and beyond the soil’s 
ability to provide. You can go 
further and add extra biology, 
minerals, plant stimulants, and 
health promoters. The question 
is always what, how much and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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top and likes to be left alone; 
they need air, they don’t do well 
in water logged soils. 
   For maximum soil health and 
production soil life needs lots of 

different types of food, 
delivered to 
them at the stage 
of maturity that’s 
right for the fu-
ture crop you’re 
growing. 
   Yes, it sounds 
complex, but it’s 
really not. My cell 
phone and computer 
are complex; taking 
care of soil is com-
mon sense. 

  We at Bio-Ag do supply the 
soil mineral, fertility, and pro-
vide the nutrients in a carbon 
base that’s root and soil life 
friendly, with time released bal-
ancing the soluble to slow re-

lease. 
   The rest is up to you. We can 
give you ideas, share stories and 
ideas from what other farmers 
have done successfully, 
  We at Otter Creek Organic 
Farms will share with you what 
we do when we host the Mid-
western Bio-Ag Field Day on 
Aug. 16.  
  Our field day theme this year 
is ‘what are you managing for?’ 
Even though our farm is or-
ganic, it’s not just an organic 
field day but rather a biological 
farming Field Day, which is the 
system we use as the base of 
our organic production. 
   It’s an educational event with 
many of our skilled Bio-Ag 
consultants giving presentations 
and available to answer your 
questions. 
  I hope you will join us. 

Gary Zimmer 

when. 
   Does this deliver you a ton 
of pumpkin? You are cer-
tainly managing for that but it 
hasn’t been done yet. 
  Now let’s look at farm crops 
in the same way, managing 
for 300 bushel corn, 10 ton 
hay, 80 bushel beans. Are 
these achievable?  Yes? Every 
year? No, but if you manage 
for that possibility there is 
certainly a lot more yield and 
quality crop that can be 
achieved and harvested. 
    Maybe you are satisfied 
where you are, keeping inputs 
low, accepting a lower yield 
on a really bad year but you 
still do okay, you haven’t in-
vested too much. And with 
crop insurance, what’s the risk? 
Insure for the bill paying mini-
mum, but manage for your land 
and your ability. 
   You can’t succeed by pushing 
a crop with more soluble 
nutrients but you can 
sure lead it with ad-
vanced understanding 
and management. 
   Midwestern Bio-Ag 
over the last 25 years 
has gained the under-
standing and devel-
oped the products for 
you to do the best at 
whatever level you 
are managing for. 
  There are all the little things 
that contribute to success, like 
proper planting, good soil con-
ditions with managed residues, 
plus air and water dealt with 
using proper tillage. Soil life 
needs to be fed, likes its food on 

(Continued from page 2) 

    Weed control is always a challenge, especially during a wet spring. 
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…. Field Day events  

���
������������	������

�#����
��

����/�����������������	������������

���55��������"������98@G��

�


����	�
�����������������������

��"��������
������/����
�!�������

������#
��/��"���������;�����/���*

���
���	��+��
"�9/������������*

�����������"�������1��������
�����

��������������#
�����������	����

�	����������������


��H�����������

�2/�����������������/������������

���������//��������
������
������"�

/
���������������

���1

�����
��	�0�����	�������������

������
���������������������56��

#������������������������������

I�����#
��+��������5==(����"�#�*

�������������	������������())<��

�I+�	����������*��*�	�*�������*

/���������������	��	���
�������	�

������#�
����"�������
�����"*

�����������	��������/������������

������
������
����/��������'	���

��

�/��"�����	����	���C))����*

#����.
�/�������������������*

0�������"����"��"������"� . 

1�����

��@���	���

�#�������"������

5(>?)����(�/��������	���	�"��

.��/�����	���������������"��0�

�	����������������"�����������*

�����������"����������������

�����
���	����0����'	��
���	�

������������������������"B���

#��
�����

�������������"������ �
2����� ���

����������������"�������!�������
�	������/
������#��
�����
�
����������

�	����#���	������	��
+��
"�,����.��/������"��	���
���	��	������
������#�����	����
/��"�������"�����������
�������	����������	�"����������
�	����

���������/��������"�
������!������>�
�����#�	��	���2��"3��2������
��
0����	�����������������
�*
������#������
7��/��"�������"�
�����������	��#��
�����
���������
��� '4�)���#�	��	���2��"3��

(Continued on page 7) 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � �

   Ellen Polishuk and Allen Philo will be our Field Day guest speak-
ers on vegetable and specialty crop production. 
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agricultural systems. 
   Dan’s essays and presentations 
on family farming and sustain-
able agriculture have drawn ac-
claim throughout the Midwest. 
His essay, An Honest Living, 
which addressed his decision to 
retire from dairying, appeared in 
On Wisconsin, the alumni maga-
zine of UW-Madison in 2008.  
   In 2008, Dan started an inde-
pendent agricultural consultant 
business in southwest Wisconsin 
affiliated with MBA of Wiscon-

sin, specializing in ro-
tational grazing sys-
tems. 
    For the past two 
years Dan has worked 
as a Financial Consult-
ant with the Wisconsin 
Farm Center (DATCP) 
where he has been re-
sponsible for enterprise 
analysis including farm 
loan portfolios, cash 
flows, balance sheets 
and management plans. 

He has also provided the critical 
communications link between 
farmers and lenders. Dan served 
as a mediator/counselor for farm 
families facing emotional or fi-
nancial hardships. An additional 
responsibility was conveying ag-
ricultural issues to the general 
public via mass media presenta-
tions and interviews. 

   “I am excited and honored to 
have this opportunity to join sen-
ior management in Midwestern 
Bio-Ag’s mission to improve ag-
riculture through biological farm-
ing,” said Dan. “Under their lead-
ership, MBA has improved the 

(Continued on page 7) 

same time that he brings a fresh 
perspective, it is combined with 
the knowledge of who we are 
and what we do. He recognizes 
MBA’s unique place in agricul-
ture, understands our philoso-
phy, and has a clear vision of 
what the company can achieve 
in the future. Our customers, 
staff and shareholders will be 
well served by having Dan at 
the helm." 
 

Ag and business background 
    Dan Smith brings a lifetime 
of agricultural experi-
ence to the position 
along with excep-
tional business and 
communications 
skills. He is uniquely 
qualified to lead the 
MBA Central team as 
they take on the chal-
lenges and opportuni-
ties of the future.  
   Dan is a 1976 
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison 
with a Bachelor of Science De-
gree  in Agricultural Journalism. 
He worked for two years as 
farm editor of the Monroe Eve-
ning Times, Monroe, WI. 

   For over 30 years, Dan was in 
production agriculture as owner 
and operator of Smith Farms 
near Freeport, Illinois. He fol-
lowed biological farming prac-
tices including rotational graz-
ing and began working with 
Midwestern BioAg and consult-
ant Duane Siegenthaler. During 
this period Dan hosted farm 
tours for university extension 
groups and served on numerous 
panels promoting sustainable 

   Midwestern Bio-Ag Inc (MBA 
Central) is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Daniel Smith, 
Arena, WI, as Chief Operating 
Officer. 
   Dan joined the firm July 11, 
2011, assuming responsibilities 
and authority previously carried 
out by two of MBA’s co-
founders, Don Faber and Don 
Gilbertson. 
   Don Gilbertson is retiring ef-
fective this year.  Don Faber will 
remain with the company in a 
variety of management roles as 
he transitions more of his CEO/ 
CFO responsibilities to Dan over 
the next 9-12 months. Faber will 
then focus on special projects 
and company growth opportuni-
ties while continuing to serve on 
the Board of Directors of MBA 
Central and remaining a major 
shareholder. 

Job duties 
  Dan will report to and work 
closely with Gary Zimmer, MBA 
President and Chairman of the 
Board.  He will be responsible 
for ensuring that the company’s 
financial objectives, resources 
and organizational structure and 
practices are optimized to meet 
our goals for growth and produc-
tivity. Dan will also manage the 
business relationships with 
MBA’s satellites, our manufac-
turing partners, financial institu-
tions and government agencies. 
   “We’re very pleased to be 
bringing Dan on board as we 
move ahead into the future and 
look to a new generation of com-
pany leadership,” said Gary 
Zimmer. 
   Added Don Faber, “At the 

Daniel Smith 
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our products and services to farm-
ers. 1-800-327-6012 for details. 
 
 

Wanted to buy: Organic straw by 
the semi-load. Will take right from 
the field. Trucking available. IA-IL-
WI area call 260-499-4140 exten-
sion 1, LaVerne 
 
 

 

 

Organic Producers: Contact Or-
ganic Valley/CROPP Cooperative 
for future opportunities in organic 
dairy, eggs, meat, soy and produce. 
Our Farmer Relations staff would 
be happy to assist you at (888) 809-
9297. 
Are you ready to help us change 
agriculture? Midwestern Bio-Ag 
needs consultant/dealers to provide 
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1-800-228-2189/1-608-437-9971 
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lives and farming operations of 
thousands of farmers across the 
United States over the past 
quarter century. It is my strong 
belief that the future of food 
production lies in following bio-
logical farming practices.” 
 

   Dan and his wife, Cheryl, now 
live on a small farm near Arena 
in Iowa County.  They are the 
parents of three sons, Austin, 
Ryan and Levi. 

(Continued from page 6)     MBA Central is headquar-
tered in Blue Mounds, WI with 
independent satellite operations 
in Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota 
and Michigan.  Its primary 
function is to provide technical 
support services to the satellites, 
research and product develop-
ment, training, marketing and 
public relations while expand-
ing the company's products and 
services to new markets and 
geographic areas. 
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…. News from Midwestern Bio-Ag 

….Booths at Field Day 
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    Our Organic Production 
presentations (11 a.m., noon 
and 2 p.m.) will each feature a 
farm story. The three west cen-
tral Wisconsin farmers high-
lighted will be present to talk 
about their operations.  
   Here’s a sample of their sto-
ries:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
Anibas Family Farm 
 Yields: Since going organic,  
“Yields increased” and quality 
increased in alfalfa, too. 
 Costs are down “We’re 
spending quite a bit less.” For 
example, they’re not purchas-
ing nitrogen, but rather tighten-
ing rotations and plowing 
down still thick alfalfa stands. 
“That’s such cheap nitrogen.” 
  Cows: Cattle health has been 
“really great. Milk production 
stayed the same, but,” said son 
Tyler, “we don’t push them 
really hard either.”  
   “Cows last much longer,” 
noted Dad Don. 
   A farm financial analysis 
showed that their operation is 
now more profitable. 
 Weed control: “We can do with-
out all the chemicals.”  
   Improve soil quality, health and 
tilth. Cultivating takes time but 
they don’t spend time or money 
spraying or lots of time fixing 
problems. 
   Keep rotations short. 
Advice for starting out:      
   “Everything starts in the field.” 
Get soils healthy and balanced. 
Dan is glad he was biological 
first, that eased the transition 
   “Do babysteps and then make 
the decision on whether you want 

,�������������;��������	�����������������
 Soil health & tilth : “We 
don’t have the erosion we 
used to have,” says Pat. 
“It dries out after a rain,” 
noted Kyle. 
   Forages: On an old hay 
field on recently rented 
land, they spread Organi-
Cal, making only three 
passes through the field. 
Within a couple of weeks, 
their work was clearly 
visible, with dark green 
streaks across the field. 
“Alfalfa was 5-6 inches 
taller” where OrganiCal 
was applied compared to 
the rest of the otherwise 
short and spindly crop. 
   Cows know the differ-
ence. They applied rock 
phos on a garden plot, 
then the next year moved 
the garden and the plot 
became part of a pasture. 
When they turned the 
cows out, “they’re all 

down in that corner.” The cows 
walked across the rest of the 
pasture, then mowed that area 
off until it “looked like a golf 
course.” And they continued to 
do the same every time that 
paddock was grazed. 
   Plant genetics matter, too. 
When the cows are put into a 
paddock of MBA’s High En-
ergy Pasture “The milk produc-
tion will go up,” about 1#/day/
cow, they’ve observed. 
   Weed control:  Get soils bal-
anced (the type of weeds indi-
cate the type of problems with 
soils). 

(Continued on page 9) 

to go further.” Don’t judge by 
just one year, give it time. 
About biological and organic 
farming, Tyler says: “It really 
works. It’s a challenge, but it’s 
fun. And it’s profitable.”  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pat and Loretta  
Pronschinske Family 
   “I can grow a bushel of corn 
cheaper than a conventional 
guy. You can make just as 
much (profit) this way, maybe 
more.” Input spending is differ-
ent, more on fuel but less on 
chemicals and vet bills, for ex-
ample. In the long run “inputs 
are the same or less.” 
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  Consultants Bob Schmidtknecht (left) and Travis 
Klinkner (far right) check on the progress of the 
corn crop with farmers Don and Tyler Anibas. 
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   Avoid compaction. 
   Rotary hoe after planting, cul-
tivate timely. Cultivating not 
only kills weeds but adds air 
and puts N into the soil. Fields 
green up and grow fast after 
cultivating. 
  Insects: They see the 
neighbors spraying for leaf hop-
pers but “we’re not seeing any.” 
  Cow health: Before he went 
organic, one of Pat’s concerns 
was “what to do when you’ve 
got a sick cow?” That’s no 
longer a worry; he’s found that 
there are many organic treat-
ments. 
   They’ve increased the herd 
size from 80 to 105 and still had 
heifers to sell. Their cull rate is 
25%. 
 Yields: The last year they 
were conventional, the top 
field of corn was 192 bu/acre. 
The last two years they’ve av-
eraged 202 bu/
acre, with a high 
of 230. 
   Tips for getting 
started: 
“Go biological 
first” and get soils 
balanced. “Do a 
little bit, pick one 
field and try it,” 
Pat suggested. 
“Do it for more 
than one year,” 
added Joel. 
   Avoid compac-
tion. 
   Paperwork was 
a concern before 
they went organic 
but “it’s not bad,” 

(Continued from page 8) now, notes Kyle. 
 “The consumer wants qual-
ity. Give it to them!” says Pat. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dr. Tom Roskos, 
DVM and family 
   “We didn’t have to turn the 
cows in” to the corn field.” 
   Why he went organic: Dr. 
Tom Roskos was farming the 
home farm in addition to his 
veterinary practice, where he 
was beginning to see more and 
more interest in organic cow 
care. His scientific mind was 
skeptical of organic but working 
this ground since age 10, he’d 
seen changes that weren’t for 
the better. “Soil got harder and 
harder” and there was a crust on 
the ground when it rained. 
“Weeds became more of an is-
sue year after year.” Spray 
killed the weeds, but they came 
back thicker and stronger the 
next year, at the same time “it 

bothered me the amount of 
spray and things being put into 
the soil.” 
“Nature is a lot smarter than we 
give it credit for.” 
   Forages: Looking over at his 
organic neighbors, he wondered 
why “their hay fields always 
looked better.” But he started 
adding calcium, and the past 
three years, has applied Organi-
Cal. “Now we can watch our 
alfalfa fields look like our 
neighbors, look good.” He adds, 
“it’s easier to grow alfalfa and 
maintain good stands. It grows 
well and the nutrients are 
there.”  
   Soils: “The ground stayed 
soft” even after hard rains. 
   They have land along the river 
that floods often but it’s 
“noticeable that the water disap-
pears faster on his land than the 
conventional neighbor’s. 
   Corn: He didn’t start his first 

foray into corn 
without chemicals 
with a lot of con-
fidence. In fact, 
he was so skepti-
cal that he and 
wife Sue laughed 
that, if the corn 
was too weedy to 
make a crop, he 
would turn the 
cows into the 
field and get 
something out of 
it. “So we planted 
corn the first year, 
and we didn’t 
have to turn the 

(Continued on page 10) 

   Cultivating seems to give crops a boost, with air and N getting into the soil. 
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cows in,” he says with a smile. 
   Beef cattle: Due to a wet 
summer, harvesting forages 
proved to be difficult, and much 
got rained on. Yet, “our cows 
get no grain and they came 
through the winter, and it was a 
hard winter, very well.” This 
spring “we got a wonderful calf 
crop and cows were in very 
good condition.” 
  Weed control: Work toward 
healthy soils. Then it’s cultivat-
ing, which curbs weeds, and the 
“microbes get to work” in the 
soil. Good seedbed preparation.  
  Yield:  They’re getting the 
same yields as they got before 
going organic, with an average 
180 bushel/acre 

(Continued from page 9) 

999,�����������������
   Going organic: He un-
derstands that organic is 
not for everyone; if it 
doesn’t fit the farm or the 
farmer’s philosophy, do-
ing it solely for the 
money is rarely success-
ful. 
   Call your MBA con-
sultant, tap into their ex-
pertise and their “high 
quality products that 
work.” 
   Have patience. “Accept 
that it’s a system. Allow 
the soil to do what it 
needs to do, plants to do 
what they need to do, and live-
stock to tell you what they 
need.” Take care of the soil and 
“get out of the way.” 

   “It’s a neat feeling to feel 
like you’re part of the 
(natural growing) system 
rather than fighting the sys-
tem,” says Tom. 
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   At the time of that first field day, the host farm (Bio-Ag Learning Center) was in its first crop sea-
son as a biological farm, having been purchased just the year before. It consisted of 80 tillable  
acres. A milking herd was being established, with only about a dozen Holstein cows on site at that 
time along with a small herd of Belgian Blue beef cattle. 
   Today, 20 years later, the Bio-Ag Learning Center is part of the Otter Creek Organic Farm 
group, consisting of over 1,000 acres, milking over 200 cows, and is entirely certified organic. 

   The Roskos family 
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and soil health.  It also takes 
healthy soil biology. 
 

Cover Crops for Soil-Building 
   The second key component to 

improving the soils here at 
research farm 
was reinvigorat-
ing the soil biol-
ogy.  When the 
farm was purchased 
just over 20 years 
ago, there were not 
many earthworms in 
the soil, and it didn’t 
have much of that 

earthy, root-cellar smell that 
indicates healthy soil life.  We 
wanted to change that, and one 
of the best ways to 0 the soil 
biology and encourage growth 
of earthworms and other benefi-
cial soil life is to grow cover 
crops.   
   Different cover crops have 
different attributes.  At the 
MBA research farm, we typi-
cally grow oats, buckwheat, 
winter rye, hairy vetch and clo-
ver as a regular part of the crop 
rotation.  Which cover crops are 
grown each year varies depend-
ing on the previous crops grown 
on a field, and what we need the 
cover crop to do.    
   Cover crops that pull nutrients 
out of the soil and can be 
worked back into the soil at an 
early stage of growth are typi-
cally added to the fields in row 
crops.  Working young, green 
cover crops into the soil feeds 
soil bacteria which then release 

(Continued on page 13) 

By Leilani Zimmer-Durand 
MBA Research Specialist  
   
   Calcium and cover crops are 
two of the most important com-
ponents for building healthy 
soils in a biological farming 
system.  That’s why we have 
added a new farm tour focused 
on soil-building for this year’s 
Field Day.   
   The first stop on this tour will 
be to look at Midwestern Bio-
Ag’s calcium products and 
fields where they have been ap-
plied.   
   The second stop will be at our 
cover crop plots, where you’ll 
get a chance to look at six dif-
ferent varieties of cover crops, 
most of which were planted in 
early July.   
   The third stop on the tour will 
be at our soil pit, where you’ll 
get a chance to see what over 20 
years of soil building looks like 
below ground.  
 

Calcium for Soil Building 
   Building high quality, miner-
alized soils with lots of biologi-
cal activity has always been one 
of the main goals at the Mid-
western Bio-Ag research farm.  
When the farm was first pur-
chased, the soil was high in 
magnesium and low in calcium.  
There wasn’t a whole lot of bio-
logical activity, and the soil was 
tight and compacted and didn’t 
drain well.  The first step to im-
proving the soil structure was 
balancing the soil minerals by 
adding calcium.    
   Calcium provides many bene-

Field Day 2011 

The Soil-Building Farm Tour 
fits to both plants and soils.  
Having adequate calcium in the 
soil not only ensures plants are 
able to take up enough of this 
nutrient to main-
tain healthy cell 
walls and natural 
defenses against 
pests and dis-
ease, adequate 
soil calcium is 
also a key 
component 
for healthy, bio-
logically active soils with 
good soil structure.   
   Soil corrective calcium is 
added each year on the MBA 
research farm.  At the first stop 
on the Soil-Building Tour, 
you’ll be able to see the differ-
ent calcium products that have 
been applied to the soil on this 
farm over the years, and talk to 
a Midwestern Bio-Ag consult-
ant about the benefits of the dif-
ferent products,     
and how they fit with different 
soil types and different cropping 
systems. 
   Of course, calcium alone 
won’t improve the soil structure 
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….Soil-Building Farm Tour 
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when an extra boost of plant 
material to build organic matter 
or shade out weeds is needed.  
Sorghum-sudangrass grows rap-
idly and is relatively drought 
tolerant, which means it can be 
planted late in the growing sea-
son and still provide a lot of 
biomass. 
   On the Soil-Building Farm 
Tour, you will get a chance to 
see all of the cover crops listed 
on the table below, most of 
which were planted the first 
week of July. 

The Soil Pit 
   The goal of adding a calcium 
soil corrective each year and 

nutrients into the soil for the fol-
lowing crop.  When compaction 
is an issue, deeper-rooted cover 
crops like daikon radish are 
grown.  A healthy radish cover 
crop will produce large, fat roots 
that break up compaction and 
form channels into the soil that 
crop roots can follow.   
   Growing an over-winter cover 
crop like winter rye is also a key 
component to building soil life.  
Maintaining a food source for 
soil life over the winter helps 
keep the population of soil or-
ganisms healthy and abundant.  
Sorghum-sudangrass is grown 

(Continued from page 12) growing cover crops is to have 
loose, crumbly, biologically ac-
tive and mineralized soils.   
   The last stop on the Soil-
Building Tour is at the soil pit, 
where you will get to take a look 
at how things are doing below 
the ground on the MBA research 
farm.  We think you’ll be im-
pressed by what you see!  
   As Gary Zimmer likes to say, 
“Calcium and cover crops are the 
first steps down the road to suc-
cessful biological farming.”  On 
this year’s Soil-Building Farm 
Tour, you’ll get a chance to see 
both at work on the Midwestern 
Bio-Ag Research Farm. 

 

Red Clover 
Overseeded 
into barley 
in March  

After the barley is harvested in early July, the clover really grows. 
First crop is cut for hay, and second crop is left to grow as a 
green manure crop.  

 
Sorghum-

sudangrass 

In late June 
or July, 

when soil 
temperature 

is warm  

Produces a lot of biomass quickly, so it can be grazed, or worked 
back into the soil to build organic matter.  Does well in summer 
because it can tolerate less rain, and grows quickly and densely 
so it crowds out weeds, especially thistles.  

 

Forage radish 
Late  

summer or 
early fall  

Can be grazed, but is generally grown to loosen soils.  Is best at 
breaking up compaction in the fall because it is frost tolerant and 
will grow down into muddy soil in a wet fall.   

 

Daikon radish 
Late  

summer or 
early fall  

Similar to the forage radish but with a deeper root, daikon is 
quite frost tolerant so it grows late into the fall and helps to break 
up soil compaction.   

 

Mustard 
Late  

summer  
Grown as a biofumigant to suppress nematodes and other pests 
in the soil.  Needs to be worked into the ground before the plants 
freeze so the biofumigant compounds can be released.  

 
 

Buckwheat 

Early July  Plant when really warm.  Buckwheat is very sensitive to frost so 
can’t be planted too late in the growing season.  Very fast-
growing crop that is relatively drought tolerant and can pull a lot 
of nutrients out of the soil.  Needs to be worked into the soil in 
order to release its weed-suppressing compounds.  
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less than 2 lactations. Except at 
extremely high levels of milk 
production, this lifespan results 
in the cow never turning a true 
profit for the farm. As feed 
prices and the cost of raising re-
placements continue to rise, cow 
longevity becomes an even more 
important part of profitable op-
erations. Low culling rates com-
bined with solid reproductive 
performance creates not only 
more profitable cows, but also a 
supply of replacement heifers 
that can be an additional revenue 
source for dairies. 
 

Pasture Forage Production  
(Part of the Dairy Tour) 
    Pastures can be a grazing 
farm’s most valuable resource or 
its biggest obstacle. Our soils 
have the potential to produce 3-4 
times more than the average pas-
tures or hay fields. Learn how to 

(Continued on page 15) 

importance of adequate bunk 
space.  
   Finally learn how a well bal-
anced ration, combined with 
highly available mineral supple-
mentation can bolster your ani-
mal’s immune system and help 
keep them healthy and produc-
ing throughout their lifetime. 
   Herd health issues such as 
lameness, poor fertility, & tran-
sition cow problems keep the 
average cow lifespan down to 

By Jon Woolever 
MBA Livestock Specialist 
 
   Come over to the dairy side 
and learn how you can build a 
profitable dairy operation based 
on quality forages, animal health, 
and cow longevity.  
   At this year’s Midwestern Bio-
Ag Field Day visitors have three 
opportunities to hear presenta-
tions from MBA staff and part-
ners that will provide real-life 
examples of how to increase pas-
ture quality and tonnage, how to 
turn cow longevity into increased 
profits, and how to successfully 
manage calves, heifers, and dry 
cows. 
 

Now that’s a Healthy Cow! 
Productive, profitable dairying 
   (Presentations will be given at 
11 a.m., noon, and 2 p.m.) 
   Join MBA staff nutritionists 
Dave Meidl and Jon Woolever as 
they discuss ways to help you 
beat the odds and keep your 
dairy cows in the herd longer.  
   During this presentation we 
will discuss key cow comfort 
issues such as stall design, heat 
abatement techniques, and feed 
bunk management. These are 
vital contributors to cow comfort 
and transition cow management.    
   Come hear the correct way to 
design and utilize facilities so 
that your animals get through the 
first 60 days of lactation which is 
when most dairy cows are culled. 
Also, see example of different 
stall materials and how they 
should be used.  Participants will 
also be engaged in a hands-on 
activity designed to highlight the 
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     One of the characteristics of MBA’s WinterKingII is a high percentage of 
multi-leaf expression.   
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vestment and not like a forgotten 
expense.      
    Listen to Otter Creek farm 
staff, along with MBA dairy con-
sultants, talk about how they 
raise calves from birth to breed-
ing and beyond. Topics will in-
clude colostrum management, 
pasteurization, calf housing, nu-
tritional supplements, disease 
treatment, and more.  
   After you have a healthy, 
growing calf you need to get her 
into the milking herd without 
problems. We’ll continue the 
conversation with tips and ideas 
on heifer raising and dry cow 
management. Hear how to cor-
rectly use different forages and 
grain supplementation to get 
your heifers to enter the milking 
herd at 22-24 months of age. A 
mineralized, balanced ration will 
ensure that your investment re-
mains in the herd for years to 
come.  
   See how MBA’s nutrition 
products can help improve your 
heifer and calf raising program 
and keep them healthy and pro-
ductive. 

age your grazing system to 
maximize yield and stand lon-
gevity.      
   You’ll also have an opportu-
nity to walk through two differ-
ent types of annual and peren-
nial pastures that Gary Zimmer 
uses on Otter Creek Organic 
Farm to provide high quality 
pasture throughout the grazing 
season.  
   Finally, hear an update on 
new types of forages which may 
have a place on your operation. 
 
Heifers, Calves, & Dry Cows 
(Part of the Dairy Tour) 
   Come see how Otter Creek 
Organic Farm keeps their barn 
overflowing and can double 
their herd size in three years!  
   Keeping calves healthy and 
growing is crucial to building a 
large heifer pool which can be 
used to expand your operation 
or create a second source of in-
come. These animals are the 
future of your herd and should 
be cared for like a valuable in-

get out of the way of today’s 
high powered forage genetics 
and let them shine. As more pro-
ducers see the economic and la-
bor advantages to intensive graz-
ing, and now that organic pro-
ducers are required to graze, 
learning how to properly plant, 
harvest, and manage those pas-
ture forages will be critical to 
creating a positive economic re-
turn.  

New! Dairy Tours 
   Take the Dairy Wagon Tour 
and hear MBA’s forage and 
grazing specialist, Karl Dalle-
feld, talk about how to select the 
right pasture species and varie-
ties for your operation. 
   Find out how Midwestern Bio-
Ag forages such as WinterKing 
II alfalfa, Exclusive clover, and 
our HQF grass blends can create 
a high yielding, nutrient dense 
forage for your cattle.  
   Learn tillage and planting tech-
niques to get a great stand estab-
lished and how to correctly man-

(Continued from page 14)  Visit Midwestern Bio-Ag’s  
all-new website! 

Get updates on Field Day 
¨ Product descriptions. 
¨ Info on MBA programs. 
¨ Pages for our satellites. 
¨ News and coming events 
¨ Many more photos. 
¨ Frequent updates 
¨ Issues of the BioNews 

 

www.midwesternbioag
.com 

   Join us at the dairy tent, one of seven presentations, at Bio-Ag’s 20th 
annual Midwestern Field Day.  
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