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Minnesota farmer Richard Roth sees green manure crops as one way
to aid in weed control.
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Gary Zimmer’s Winter Letter
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....Gary’s Winter Letter

Feeds and farm management are different in China, but the princigés
dairying are the same the world over, as are the results of violativage

principles.
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(Continued on page 5)
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Summer finds the dairy herd grazing on new pastures.
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Cows dig into the TMR on a cold December day.
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2 A mixture of grasses and alfalfa make excellent forages on the Roth-
Mundt farm.
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Water is an important yet often overlooked element of dairy nutrition.
(Continued on page 9)
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Midwestern Bio-Ag, Organic Valley
“Transition to Organic’ Plots
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(Continued from page 10)
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Plot A Plot B Plot C

Indicators: Value | Rating | Value Rating Value | Rating
Physical |Aggregate stability 40.9 10 36.6 8 33.5 7
proper- - :
ties Available water capacity 21 7 .23 10 .24 10

Surface hardness 97 10 88 10 80 10

Subsurface hardness 130 10 130 10 118 10
Biologi- [Organic matter 2.9 5
cal
proper- (Active carbon 568 3
ties Potentially mineralizable N 7.6 6

Root health rating 7.5 3 6.0 5 6.0 5
Chemi- |pH 7.2 10 6.9 10 6.9 10
cal
proper- [Extractable P 6.5 10 4.0 5 5.0 10
UeS  |[Extractable K 58 75 58 75 50 75

Minor elements High High High
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Tibetan farmers face familiar challenges
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Steep, rugged hillsides are among the many challenges of crop production (Continued on page 13)

in Tibet



(Continued from page 12)
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Interseeding is a common production practice.
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Consultants wantedWe have openings for full-time
consultants to work with biological farmers. Farming ex
perience or sales experience helpful. Help Midwestern
Bio-Ag change agriculture! For more information, call 1
800-327-6012, ask for Tim

Ads run one-time free in the Bio-News ...
deadline for next issue: March 10
Call Mary at 1-800-327-6012




Midwestern Bio-Ag Winter 2009 speaking schedule
Join us at any one of the following educational meetings presented by Midwetekg and your local
Bio-Ag consultant. Gary Zimmer, Midwestern Bio-Ag president, farmer,aduand au-
thor will be the speakeMeetings start at 10:30 a.m. and conclude by 3 p.m.unch is
included. (There are several exceptions to speaker, starting time, and luaotaifeg-
ments. Please check the list.) We hope to see you there!
Other MBA staff will also be presenting small group meetings througheMlidwest

over the next several months. Your local consultant will notify you of times andblogat
for any meetings in your area.

Please join us to learn more about biological farnmg!
Midwestern Bio-Ag: Mineralized Balanced Agriculter

See the updated schedule by clicking on
2009 winter meeting schedule



